


Race, Ethnicity, Skin Colour

GERMANY

Schwarz
Black In Germany ‘Schwarz’ is used in its political,
inclusive sense. In other words, it refers to people who
experience structural and institutional racism due to
their skin colour and it is often used for people of Af-
rican, Caribbean, South Asian, Latin American, Arab

and Turkish origin to imply solidarity against racism.

Afrodeutsche/r
Afro-German The term came into usage in the 1980s
following the term Afro-American that prevailed in the
United States at that time.

Schwarze Deutsche
Black German

Afrikanerin
African

People of Color:
In the term, ‘Coloured’ has been appropriated and
positively redefined by People of Color. The capitalized
letters and the addendum of ‘People’ symbolize the re-
jection of the racist terminology. In Germany it is only

used in plural.

Mensch afrikanisch-deutscher Herkunft

Person of African-German heritage

Deutsch-Tirke
German-Turk

Roma und Sinti

| AVOID |

Neger
It is a racist term. It has its roots in the Spanish and
Portuguese word ‘negro’, the French word ‘negre’ and
the Latin word ‘niger’, meaning Black. During the
enslavement of African people Spanish and Portuguese
enslavers used it to refer to Africans. In Germany
‘Neger’ has been used from the 17th century onwards
and is thoroughly tied to the belief in the existence of
‘races’and to the ideology of racism. The term expresses
a superficially created dichotomy between black and
white people, in which Blackness is associated with

biological, intellectual and cultural inferiority.

Mohr
It has roots in the Greek word ‘moros’ which means
stupid, foolish, simple-minded und unholy as well as
the Latin word ‘maurus’, which stands for black, dark

and African.

Farbige
Coloured The term has been used to describe Black
people since the middle of the 19th century. Its mean-
ing suggests that ‘whiteness’is the norm by which
‘otherness’-Blackness- has to be measured and implies

the latter’s cultural and biological inferiority.

Mischling
Person that is of mixed-race The term implies the
existence of biological races and a racial hierarchy and
has been used in reference to people who have a Black
and a white parent. It suggests the inferiority of ‘people
of a mixed racial background’ and puts ‘whiteness’ as the

norm.

Zigeuner
The term comes from the expression zichener Gauner’
roaming thief and has been imposed upon Roma and
Sinti. It is highly offensive and derogatory.example of
the social exclusion that those couples and their chil-

dren have to endure.

GLOBAL DIVERSITY GLOSSARY

©Lamson Consulting 2008

| p.5|





